City of Austin Adopts New Carbon Monoxide Alarm Requirements

Austin City Council recently adopted the 2015 International Property Maintenance Code to regulate the minimum
maintenance requirements for existing residential and commercial buildings. One amendment involves the
installation and maintenance of carbon monoxide alarms. Effective April 1, 2018, residential and commercial
structures with gas or fuel-burning appliances are required to install and maintain carbon monoxide alarms.
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WHAT IS A CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR?
e A carbon monoxide detector or CO
detector is a device that detects the

presence of carbon monoxide (CO) gas
in order to prevent carbon
monoxide poisoning.

WHY IT’'S IMPORTANT

. A,
Carbon monoxide is a deadly gas that can’t be smelled, seen or heard, . /
but it can be detected through an alarm. According to the ordinance, a g

carbon monoxide alarm must be installed and maintained consistent

with manufacturer’s specifications. In a dwelling unit, a carbon ‘
monoxide alarm must be installed outside of each separate sleeping &
area and in the immediate vicinity of each sleeping area. A carbon

monoxide alarm must be installed within a sleeping area if a fuel- I I

burning or solid fuel appliance is located within a sleeping area, a
bathroom attached to the sleeping area, or a garage attached to the
sleeping area.
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